2025 / Jgli -jgoi - duipll éivill

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER - JULY - SEP/ 2025

illg decidoll dwiil deod
cuogj: j.LC g Ay pc dwenn - j.D.Lu.LD.“
U0 cu.a:u.o 2010 plc p:d LA Gl
vany Jc duab Lgil las aRlall é)ljg
5)ligg Ligo i $jas Joell 8jlig yo
TRV L,cchl.l Bos Lllell puleillg duyll
&daeill oLds Awll Lgilayl o délhio
dosgall éuisnll - asjliall  Slgluall
gruai JI euwd caua Glwidl (ggdag
duoiig cloinlllg 53ha¢aﬂl dlgll
S Dbl Llaell | a il
AlSlpollg “aib " éwnddll ahna
&Lso.llg valall ng.aJI ﬁﬁwm:n.ulj.uum
idoll «a go th.ag
CU_Q.D.J:LOJ| Lgmch joi e Ladly yapi

elypddl Laiqun cu.LmuI othuula aeola
K TT-T\ak] Un.ul;.u.u.l]l

The Community Development & Continuing
Education Institute (CDCE-l) is a non-
governmental  nonprofit  organization
established in Bethlehem in 2010. CDCE-I
promotes the values of human rights,
pluralism, equality, good governance, and
civic participation within the Palestinian
society. The Institute seeks to improve the
environment within its community in
harmony with the Palestinian National
Development Plan, and through strategic
partnerships with public, private, and civil
sector institutions. CDCE-l strives to play a
key role in the areas of youth and
community development in the West Bank
in general, and Bethlehem governorate in
particular, with the objective of enhancing
civic and economic participation for all.
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Prof. Dr. Imad Dawood Al-Zeer J ® ‘k._,.auug.yg] ig . el

President, Palestine Ahliya University | Former Vice President, Palestinian Higher Education
Council | Member, Executive Council, Association of Arab Universities.

Prof. Dr. Imad Dawood Al-Zeer, born in Amman in 1976, is the President and co-founder of
Palestine Ahliya University in Bethlehem. He previously served as Vice President of the
Palestinian Higher Education Council and chaired its Legislation Committee. Regionally, he
serves as President of the Arab Council for Academic Exchange and a member of the Executive
Council of the Association of Arab Universities, as well as the Board of the Arab Training

Council.
Locally, Dr. Al-Zeer founded and chairs the Community Development and Continuing Education
. . T Institute (CDCE-I), and serves on the Boards of the Bethlehem Multidisciplinary Industrial Park
1 3ggl> dloc jgisadl dlibw il
. HJJ g_g |l ) . i and the Higher Council for Innovation and Excellence. He previously held the position of Vice
dreninall dwndill dweoa §)Idl yulao yuli) President for Administrative and Financial Affairs at Palestine Ahliya University and chaired the
poluwod| PJJ_Q_]'_||g General Union of Palestinian NGOs in Eastern Bethlehem.

A Professor of Business Administration, Dr. Al-Zeer specializes in intellectual capital, knowledge
Prof. Dr. Imad Dawood Al-Zeer manag.ement, and intangible’ assets. He has., publish.e.d exte.nsive.ly in peer-reviewed journals,
supervised numerous master’s theses, and is a certified trainer in management and human
Chairman development. Dr. Al-Zeer also contributed to the establishment of several enterprises, including
of the Administrative Board of CDCE-I the Al-Ahliya Solar Energy Company, reflecting his commitment to innovation and
sustainability. He holds a Ph.D. in Business Administration, a Master's in Sustainable

Development and Institution Building, and a Bachelor’s in Business Administration.
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As the challenges facing our Palestinian society grow more complex, our faith in our
collective ability to build a better future continues to guide the work of the Community
Development and Continuing Education Institute (CDCE-l). Our role goes beyond
implementing projects; we seek to build a comprehensive vision that redefines the
relationship between communities and institutions, opens spaces for creativity and
empowerment, and strengthens the bridges between generations and sectors.

We believe that youth are our greatest resource. Investing in their skills, innovation, and
sense of active citizenship is the surest path to a more just and equitable future. For this
reason, we have made career guidance, capacity building, and technological skills
development central pillars of our work—preparing young people to become leaders and
changemakers in their communities.

We believe that youth are our greatest resource. Investing in their skills, innovation, and sense of active citizenship is the surest path to
a more just and equitable future. For this reason, we have made career guidance, capacity building, and technological skills
development central pillars of our work—preparing young people to become leaders and changemakers in their communities.

At the same time, we hold a moral and human responsibility toward marginalized groups—women, persons with disabilities, and
residents of underprivileged areas. True development, in our view, must include everyone and ensure that no voice is left unheard. Our
programs therefore focus on equal opportunities, inclusion, and representation in decision-making processes.

As the development arm of Palestine Ahliya University, CDCE-| brings together academic knowledge and community engagement.
This unique connection transforms the university into a platform for applied learning and civic innovation, making education a driver
of social change and sustainable development.

We believe that sustainability is not measured by the size of budgets or number of projects, but by our ability to build a long-term
vision rooted in innovation, strong partnerships, and investment in human potential. Our work links local action with global solidarity,
while keeping our roots firmly in the Palestinian context through participatory, community-based initiatives.

Because development is inseparable from identity, we place at the heart of our mission the promotion of citizenship, belonging, and
social justice. We see Palestine not only as a political cause, but as a living story of people striving for dignity, freedom, and progress.

In this spirit, CDCE-I will remain a beacon of responsible and inclusive development, committed to empowering youth, supporting
marginalized groups, and fostering meaningful partnerships. We invite all who believe in the power of collective action to join us in
shaping a brighter and more resilient future for our people.
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Donate to The Palestinian Student Fund

Community Development & Continuing Education Institute
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@ Support Palestinian Students to Stay in University! Together, we can

protect the right to education in Palestine.
The Community Development and Continuing Education Institute (CDCE-I), in
partnership with Palestine Ahliya University, has launched the “Palestinian
Student Fund"—a campaign to raise $50,000 in support of financially vulnerable
students and to protect their right to complete their university education. In light
of the difficult economic and political conditions, many students in Bethlehem
are at risk of dropping out. With your support, we can offer them a renewed
chance to pursue their academic journey and build their future. You can
contribute by sharing the campaign on social media, engaging with posts from
the university and the institute, reaching out to those who may be able to donate
or connect us with potential supporters, or donating directly through the link
below. The campaign video is available on the official pages of both the
university and CDCE-l. Your donation can make a real difference: $300 helps a
student register for a semester, $700-$900 covers a full semester, and $1,500-
$2,000 supports a student for an entire academic year. 100% of donations go
directly to students in need. Every contribution makes an impact, and every
donation plants a seed of hope.
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Board of Directors Meeting - Community Development
and Continuing Education Institute

The Community Development and Continuing Education
Institute held a Board of Directors meeting to discuss key
achievements, review updates on ongoing projects and
programs, and plan future strategies to enhance the
institute’s impact on serving the community.

The meeting provided an opportunity to exchange ideas,
coordinate efforts, and reaffirm our ongoing commitment to
supporting sustainable development and community service.
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The RESILIENCE Project, implemented by the Community Development and Continuing Education Institute (CDCE-I) with the support of
MedCities and in partnership with Bethlehem Municipality and Bethlehem Peace Center, aims to strengthen the role of women
entrepreneurs in the local economy. Through a series of specialized training workshops and mentoring activities, the project equips
participants with practical skills in Business Management, Marketing, and Digital Sales. Over the past month, eight workshops were
conducted, building the capacities of women entrepreneurs and providing them with the tools to develop their projects and enhance
their competitiveness. Moving forward, the project will continue to empower women to play an active role in driving community
development in Bethlehem and beyond.
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“Palestine Debates” Program at Palestine Ahliya University

Students at Palestine Ahliya University are continuing their intensive
preparatory training within the Palestine Debate Program, led by certified
trainer Dima Zawahreh, a member of the Community Development and
Continuing Education Institute (CDCE-I). These trainings aim to prepare and
qualify the university's debate team by strengthening skills in dialogue,
critical thinking, and persuasion. Through this process, students gain the
confidence and awareness to express their views effectively, while shaping a
new generation of influential leaders capable of driving positive change in
their communities. The sessions are implemented with the support of the
Palestinian Medical Relief Society.
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CDCE-l participats in the Institutional Capacity Building Program in Cultural Project Management, implemented in
cooperation with the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation - Jordan

CDCE-I's project advanced to the semi-final evaluation stage of the Leadership Thought Grants 2025-2026, enhancing its
network and partnerships with cultural and leadership institutions in Palestine and Jordan. Over the course of a month,
CDCE-l Executive Director Mr. Khaled Shana'a and Project Coordinator Ms. Dima Zawahreh took part in the training
sessions.

CDCE-l is now in the final evaluation phase, which will run until the end of 2025 to determine the projects that will
receive funding and implementation.
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Community Development & Continuing Education Institute Receives the Fall 2025 Storytelling

& Grantwriting Partner Development Grant from Omprakash.
Community Development & Continuing Education Institute (CDCE-I) has been selected to receive the Fall 2025 Storytelling &
Grantwriting Partner Development Grant from Omprakash, following a highly competitive application process.
CDCE-Il has already begun participating in the program sessions, which run from September 1 to October 30, 2025, dedicating its
efforts to strengthening its skills in storytelling, grant writing, and partnership development.
This grant will further enhance CDCE-I's capacity to serve the community more effectively and advance its mission of supporting
sustainable development initiatives. The institute looks forward to sharing its progress and the outcomes of this exciting journey.
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Ongoing Efforts Within the New ReGeneration Project
New ReGeneration 2.0: Youth at the Center.
Palestine Ahliya University, represented by Mr. Khaled Shanna’a and Ms. Dalia Shakhtour, took part in the latest coordination
meeting of the EU-funded New ReGeneration 2.0 - Virtual Exchange project. Partners from across Europe and the
Mediterranean reviewed progress on youth empowerment, training quality, and the launch of the project’'s digital learning
platform. This marks the continuation of joint efforts to build a Virtual Youth Academy that strengthens youth workers,
fosters intercultural dialogue, and supports youth-led initiatives rooted in sustainability and regeneration.
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The Youth-Friendly Health Center at Palestine Ahliya University, in partnership with the Palestinian Medical Relief Society and supported
by the United Nations Population Fund, Youth-Friendly Health Center at PAU serves as a model for comprehensive youth-oriented
services on campus. It offers a holistic package of health, psychological, and social support designed to improve youth well-being.
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Family Planning Awareness Session

The Deanship of Student Affairs and the Youth-Friendly Health Center at Palestine Ahliya University, in partnership with
the Palestinian Medical Relief Society, held an awareness session on family planning. The session, led by volunteers Al
Dudga and Dana Jafar, explained the concept of family planning and the different methods in an interactive way. Similar
health awareness sessions will continue to be organized regularly at the Youth-Friendly Health Center

Interactive Welcome for New Students

During the university's 2025-2026 new student reception, volunteers from the Deanship of Student Affairs and the
Youth-Friendly Health Center set up an information corner introducing the services and activities offered by the deanship
and the center. The booth created a lively and welcoming atmosphere, sharing useful health and student service
information and giving out small gifts to encourage engagement and excitement on campus
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Center Activities

A team from the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) visited Palestine Ahliya University together with the Palestinian
Medical Relief Society.

They were welcomed by Mr. Khaled Shana'ah, Assistant to the President for Projects and Community Development, Dr. lhab
Khalayleh, Dean of Student Affairs, Ms. Sabreen Abeedallah from the Medical Relief Society, and Ms. Nadine Nabulsi and Ms.
Sarah Arbash from UNFPA.

The visit included a friendly meeting with the student volunteers and a tour of the Youth-Friendly Health Center and the Youth
Creative Space, where they learned about the medical, health, psychological, and other services and activities offered to
students. The volunteers also organized a small awareness activity during the visit.

Both sides discussed ways to collaborate and expand the university's services and student activities in the future
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Blood Donation Campaign for Gaza
The Youth-Friendly Health Center, in cooperation with the Palestinian Ministry of Health and Beit Jala Governmental Hospital,
organized a blood donation drive to support the people of Gaza
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Advanced First Aid Training - 44 Hours
To strengthen emergency readiness, the Youth-Friendly Health Center and the Deanship of Student Affairs held an intensive
advanced first aid training program. Over two months, a group of students who had previously completed the beginner course
received 44 hours of advanced training to build their skills and preparedness
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Digital Health Hackathon Lyd g)liue Gulai
Palestine Ahliya University won third place in the Digital Health
Hackathon, competing among ten teams within the Youth-Friendly
Spaces project organized by the Palestinian Medical Relief Society with
support from UNFPA and in partnership with Palestinian universities and
youth groups. The university team, guided by Mr. Baha Arman (Head of
Student Activities), Dr. Hiba Darras (Health Mentor), and Ms. Rehab
Salameen (Digital Mentor), developed “Midwife on the Road™—an
innovative app that connects pregnant women with licensed midwives
during emergencies. The app includes a live map to locate the nearest
midwife or send an alert for immediate assistance, addressing urgent
healthcare challenges under current conditionsThe project earned
strong praise from judges and participants, and plans are underway to
further develop it and integrate it into the Mostashari application.
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“From Youth to Youth” Peer Educators Camp
Under the supervision of the Deanship of Student Affairs and the Youth-
Friendly Health Center, a group of students from Palestine Ahliya University
joined the Peer Educators Camp organized by the Palestinian Medical
Relief Society in partnership with Palestinian universities, youth centers,
and peer educators, with support from UNFPA.
The three-day camp, held in Bethlehem, focused on strengthening young
people’s skills in health education and training them to design and
implement youth-focused emergency health plans. Participants gained
valuable knowledge and practical experience to play an active role in their
communities
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“Eight years ago, | had my first experience with CDCE-I
through their school debate program. It left a lasting
impact, opening my eyes, boosting my confidence, and
helping me see the world differently.

Seeing the AD Debate Program again filled me with
excitement. It reminded me of that first inspiring
experience and motivated me to grow further.

The CDCE-l team made me believe that debates have the
power to sharpen personal and public speaking skills,
e spark curiosity, and allow exploration of diverse topics
including health, social, political, and more.

CDCE-l programs have a real impact on Palestinian

qajlj.é ()J.Dj.i youth, inspiring us to become the best versions of
o : N o ourselves.”
Nirmeen Fararjeh

T




\/C D C E ‘“‘M'w'm Activities Photos - dlauilll jgun

IOt ot e illg




L

(CDCE!

+ ™ 4

*
* w

™
LT

Projact funded by the
EUROPEAN UNION

P

ENI
- CBCMED

——

‘- Cooperating acress berders
& nIhaP?-p\adﬁrmnsun

5%, Anna Lindh
uE [Uundalmn

Ibtikar
JW&ul

duniol dabil uisalll s

JliC

:\I.Lcay.uo

Crs

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

www.cdce-i.org

J—oi i oll ol o illg

't 'ff%l USAID

rl'_" ¥ FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

28 e
e e
&
& e

REGIONE AUTOMNOMA DE SARDIGNA
REGIOMNE AUTONOMA DELLA SARDEGNA

KONRAD
4 ADENAUER
am STIFTUNG

fw hd)’/

Jericho
Cinema Club

I
Partners - cl$pall

MERCY m\

Global Communities
dp—a Jcol_aai a0

Jnsll gai aslpd

§5 youth mappers

AN (BT =1
L 90 S g olal)
Academy of Scientific
Research & Technology

Alaoh Clipall palbly pedal geala
Municipal Development & Lending Fund

m’,

)

BB Ol 5 e

S 2310 plas) g el Wby

Cubural Symposiurs Chab

@ 2- Q@ == =~ .) 'J-U
e i Nibras

ALl Sl L i Ramas

WIBRAS PO YOUNG GERERATION SOCIETY

Togelhery we can



C D C E ‘erﬂ—z—uﬂg

Donate to The Palestinian Student Fund
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