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The Community Development & Continuing Education
Institute (CDCE-l) is a non-governmental nonprofit
organization established in Bethlehem in 2010. CDCE-l
promotes the values of human rights, pluralism, equality, good
governance, and civic participation within the Palestinian
society. The Institute seeks to improve the environment within
its community in harmony with the Palestinian National
Development Plan, and through strategic partnerships with
public, private, and civil sector institutions. CDCE-l strives to
play a key role in the areas of youth and community
development in the West Bank in general, and Bethlehem
governorate in particular, with the objective of enhancing civic
and economic participation for all.
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As we step into 2026, we face a new chapter filled with both challenges and
opportunities. We recognize the difficulties confronting the Palestinian people, yet we
firmly believe that shared determination and true solidarity can turn obstacles into
achievements.

This year, we commit to being closer to our community—listening, understanding, and
working alongside everyone striving for positive change. Every small effort and every
step toward sustainability lays a foundation for a safer and more prosperous future for
the generations to come.

Let us embrace 2026 with determination to face challenges, with collaboration to
build stronger communities, and with hope to illuminate our path toward a better
tomorrow,

Wishing you a New Year full of strength, compassion, and ambition for a sustainable
future.
The CDCE-l Team
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The Final Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Community Development and Continuing
Education Institute for 2025

The Community Development and Continuing Education Institute held the final meeting of its Board of
Directors for the year 2025, during which the Institute discussed its key achievements and project updates, in
addition to future plans aimed at strengthening its impact in serving the community and promoting
sustainable development.
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As part of the RESILIENCE Project, funded by the Municipality of Barcelona, supported by MedCities, and implemented by
the Bethlehem Municipality, the Community Development and Continuing Education Institute (CDCE-l) concluded an
intensive training program aimed at empowering women entrepreneurs in Bethlehem. The program included 12 specialized
training workshops focusing on business management, digital marketing, and branding, with the participation of 18 women
entrepreneurs from across the Bethlehem Governorate. This initiative contributes to strengthening women’s economic
empowerment and supporting sustainable local development.

www.cdce-i.org
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Cultural Salon Initiative - Youth Movement & Recorded Debates
The Community Development and Continuing Education Institute
(CDCE-l), in partnership with the Deanship of Student Affairs and the
Youth-Friendly Health Center at Palestine Ahliya University, and in
cooperation with the Palestinian Medical Relief Society and the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), implemented the Cultural Salon
Initiative - Youth Movement & Recorded Debates.

The initiative included the implementation of three interactive dialogue
sessions with university students, addressing issues that reflect young
people’s realities and interests within a safe space that encourages free
expression, critical thinking, and responsible dialogue.

It also involved the production of three recorded videos, in addition to
the recording of youth debates based on research and analysis, with the
aim of promoting a culture of dialogue and evidence-based opinion-
making.This initiative is part of the Institute’'s efforts to build an
informed youth movement that contributes to positive change and
strengthens young people’s active participation in community issues.
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CDCE-l Participates in the Annual Digital and Future
Jobs Summit at Palestine Ahliya University

The Community Development & Continuing Education Institute (CDCE-
1) was pleased to take part in the Digital and Future Jobs Summit,
hosted by Palestine Ahliya University

Through its participation, CDCE-l reaffirmed its commitment to
supporting Palestinian youth and preparing them for the rapidly
evolving digital economy. The summit provided a valuable platform for
connecting students and graduates with companies and digital work
opportunities, while highlighting the importance of future skills and
freelancing as viable career paths.
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Palestine Ahliya University Debate Team Wins First Place in
Health Debates League

The Community Development and Continuing Education Institute (CDCE-I)
proudly announces that the Palestine Ahliya University debate team secured
first place in the Health Debates League under the theme “Resilience Creates
Hope” held as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence
campaign.

This achievement reflects the close collaboration between CDCE-l and the
University, and the dedicated training provided by CDCE-I's debate trainer
Dima Zawahreh. The winning team - Mayar Al-Hamouri, Mohammad Al-
Sheikh, and Mohammad Kanawain - impressed the judges with their
evidence-based arguments, analytical thinking, and confident presentation
skills.

The success highlights the importance of investing in youth skills
development and demonstrates the ability of young Palestinians to excel and
lead when given the right support and platform.

www.cdce-i.org
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Debate Program | Strengthening Critical Thinking at PAU

As part of its Debate Program, the Community Development and Continuing
Education Institute (CDCE-I) delivered a series of interactive workshops and
academic sessions in collaboration with several faculties at Palestine Ahliya
University, aimed at strengthening students’ critical thinking,
argumentation, and evidence-based expression. The activities included a
specialized session with the Faculty of Law, focusing on the use of debate as
a tool for applied legal learning and structured legal reasoning, as well as an
interactive lecture with the Faculty of Engineering and Information
Technology within the Artificial Intelligence course, which explored the
integration of debate and critical thinking skills into technological and
digital contexts. These activities reflect the Institute’s commitment to
complementing academic curricula through interactive learning approaches
that promote constructive dialogue and empower students across
disciplines.
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CDCE-I Holds Political Participation Training under the “Nashit” Project

CDCE-l held its Political Participation training under the “Nashit” project, in partnership with the Central Elections
Commission, with 30 young participants from youth initiatives and committees in Bethlehem and Hebron. The training
focused on empowering youth to engage in decision-making, understand the electoral process, and develop community
initiatives, through interactive sessions and group discussions that strengthened leadership, accountability, and critical
thinking skills. CDCE-I Executive Director, Khaled Shanaa, emphasized that the program is part of the institute’s ongoing
efforts to provide a safe space for learning, experience exchange, and civic participation grounded in transparency and
good governance.
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CDCE-I Conducts Field Visits under the “Nashit” Project

As part of the “Nashit” Project, CDCE-l organized two field visits: one to the Central Elections Commission to enhance
youth'’s practical understanding of the electoral process and the Commission’s role, and another in partnership with the
Deanship of Student Affairs at Palestine Ahliya University to introduce students to practical mechanisms of civic and
political participation. These visits were conducted within the framework of the EU-funded “Partnership with Civil Society

Organizations” program, reinforcing the importance of youth empowerment and promoting their active engagement in
political and civic life.
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CDCE-I Conducts Three Awareness Workshops under the “Nashit” Project

As part of the “Nashit” Project to enhance Palestinian youth participation in the democratic and electoral process, the
Community Development and Continuing Education Institute (CDCE-I) conducted three awareness workshops in Beit
Awwa, Al-Khader, and Sa’ir, in collaboration with local Community Accountability Committees. The workshops focused on
raising awareness among youth and communities about the new Local Elections Law 2025, emphasizing the importance of
voter registration, active participation, and responsible civic engagement. These activities were implemented in partnership
with the Central Elections Commission and within the EU-funded “Partnership with Civil Society Organizations” program,
aiming to strengthen youth participation and civic engagement in democratic life.
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New ReGeneration 2.0 Continues to Empower Youth Through Virtual Exchange

ongoing efforts continue within the EU-funded New ReGeneration 2.0 - Virtual Exchange project, which places youth at the
center of its approach. Palestine Ahliya University is actively engaged in the project through its participation in coordination
meetings with partners from Europe and the Mediterranean, focusing on youth empowerment, training quality, and the
launch of the digital learning platform. As part of the project activities, live training sessions for student mentors started in
October, with the participation of 13 members from Palestine Ahliya University alongside dozens of participants from partner
institutions. By December, 8 out of 11 live sessions had been successfully delivered. Upon completion of the training,
participants will receive certified certificates, qualifying them to lead and deliver training for students through the project'’s
digital platform.
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The Youth-Friendly Health Center at Palestine Ahliya University, in partnership with the Palestinian Medical Relief Society and supported
by the United Nations Population Fund, Youth-Friendly Health Center at PAU serves as a model for comprehensive youth-oriented
services on campus. It offers a holistic package of health, psychological, and social support designed to improve youth well-being.
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Check and Reassure Us
The Youth-Friendly Health Center, in collaboration with the Deanship of Student Affairs and in partnership with the Palestinian
Medical Relief Society and the United Nations Population Fund, organized a Breast Cancer Awareness Day at the beginning of
October under the campaign slogan “Check and Reassure Us.” The event was hosted at the university theater and featured an
intensive awareness program. The activities included a discussion panel with a breast cancer survivor and a specialized
researcher, as well as a debate session focusing on health justice for breast cancer patients. Additionally, a nutrition awareness
session was conducted in collaboration with the Nutrition Department, covering the status of breast cancer in Palestine

compared to global studies. The program also included awareness segments led by university students, providing guidance on
self-examination.
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Center Activities

The short film initiative “Who Said?”

The short film initiative “Who Said?” was implemented at Palestine Ahliya University as part of the 16 Days Campaign to End
Gender-Based Violence, highlighting psychological violence against men. The screening was followed by an open discussion
with students, a psychological analysis of the main character by a specialist from the Palestinian Medical Relief Society, and
insights from the student screenwriter and producer, Mohammed Kanawine, on the film's development. Students also
participated in acting and makeup, making this a fully student-led initiative, developed and executed entirely by students with
full university support.
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Center Activities

Adolescent Health Workshops Boost First-Year Students’ Awareness

A series of health workshops on the Adolescent Health Guide was conducted for 50 first-year students over four weeks, with one
session per week. The first session focused on self-care and understanding oneself, the second on reproductive health in an
interactive format, the third on healthy lifestyles, and the program concluded with a sports session, which also introduced the
Campaignh to End Gender-Based Violence and distributed national referral protocols for survivors along with participation
certificates. Pre- and post-program evaluations showed a notable improvement in student knowledge across all topics, with an
average overall increase of 21.11%, demonstrating the program’s effectiveness in raising health awareness and correcting
misconceptions among university students.
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Center Activities

Sports Activities Promote Youth Engagement in the Campaign to End Gender-Based Violence

Various sports activities were carried out as part of the Campaign to End Gender-Based Violence, aiming to enhance youth
participation and spread the campaign’s messages in a positive interactive environment. The activities included organizing
tournaments in chess, table tennis, and volleyball, which showed remarkable engagement from students.

During the events, the campaign’s key messages were highlighted, focusing on rejecting gender-based violence and promoting
the values of respect and equality. Throughout the activities, prizes, medals, and T-shirts were distributed to participants in

recognition of their commitment and active involvement, contributing to the promotion of positive competition and
engagement with priority social issues.
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"Your role and work within the university, and your presence among the
students, have made an incredible impact. We had long needed this
guidance, and thanks to your professionalism, mentorship, and cheerful
spirit, you managed to engage a generation full of ambition, energy, and a
desire to grow and succeed. This generation has limitless potential, but
without guidance, it can easily lose direction.
Thank you for being with us, and God willing, we look forward to many more
programs and sessions together”
- Ithar Al-Shyoukhi, student at Palestine Ahliya University
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"As a participant and community activist who enjoys leading volunteer groups,
I can say that these sessions and trainings had a real impact on me and gave
me a clear and solid idea to build on. | benefited directly from them in
developing my skills in communication, discussion management, and creating
safe spaces within the groups | lead. That's why | advocate for more frequent
and repeated trainings, because they don't just benefit individuals—they have
a multiplying effect on the community through us as leaders of initiatives and
volunteer groups."
— Mira Aqabneh, student at Palestine Ahliya University
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Volunteer with us

Address
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Palestine Ahliya University
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Faculty of Engineering and Information Technology Othula - pal ay augell aanll gilll Gillall
Building, 4th floor,, West Bank
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